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Proving Silent Partner™
On the Open Road

Before the Donaldson Silent Partner
silencer reached the marketplace, it
logged over a million miles of on-the-
road testing with a range of different
vehicle/engine combinations. One of
the fleets that participated in the
testing was T+T Transport Leasing.

T+T’s president, Gene Piersa, has an interesting link to Donaldson.
Before entering the transportation industry, he spent more than 15

years as part of  Donaldson’s quality assurance
team, eventually becoming a Quality Manager.
“I guess you could say I know a little
something about Donaldson,” he wryly
remarks. “I know first hand that they put out a
quality product.”

So when Donaldson engineers approached him
with the offer to test a revolutionary new
product with his fleet, he was intrigued. As
master contractor, Piersa oversees a fleet of 20
Freightliner, Peterbilt, and Navistar trucks, all

of which are over-the-road sleepers. The trucks that particularly
interested the Silent Partner development team were Piersa’s 1998
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Freightliner Condos with 500 hp
Detroit Diesel engines. The
Donaldson engineers especially
wanted to see how their new
silencer worked with this vehicle/
engine combo—and how tandem
teams would react to life on the
road in a Silent Partner-equipped
sleeper.

What the drivers discovered was
that Silent Partner—which
reduces engine braking noise by
more than 50 percent—changed
their driving styles. With the
harsh braking noise eliminated,
drivers noticed they were far
more willing to use the engine
brake, especially under
conditions (such as travel
through residential areas), where
they’d felt uncomfortable with
the noise they’d create. “Before,
the teams would often keep from
using engine brakes when their
partners were sleeping,”  Piersa
recalls. “Now they’ll hit the
brake without a second
thought.”

Drivers also found that the in-
cab environment was improved.
“They noticed something was
different, and that there was just
a general increase in driving
comfort. It took a while for some
of them to realize the difference
was all due to a quieter cab.”
Piersa explains, “One of the
drivers always used to run with
his radio turned way up to
drown out the noise. Once he
started driving a Silent Partner
equipped truck, he just noticed
he wasn’t playing the radio as
loudly as before.” Piersa says the
drivers have had nothing but
compliments about the Silent
Partner, and that the teams didn’t
experience any problems with
their units.

During the test, Donaldson
engineers relied heavily on input
from the drivers. Piersa believes
this has also had a beneficial
effect. “I like involving the
drivers in something besides
driving. Having them participate
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in the program, and asking them
for their feedback was a form of
recognition. It shows that we
care about their opinions and
experiences.”

According to Piersa, one of most
important things in the transport
business is driver satisfaction.
“Anything that helps improve
driver attitude is worthwhile.
And the Silent Partner certainly
does that.”

With a dozen Freightliners on
order for the coming year, Piersa
wants all of them to be equipped
with Silent Partners. “As soon as
the product’s available, I’ll spec
it,” he says.


